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COBPEMEHHBIE KOOIIEPATUBbBI 'TEPMAHHUMN:
COCTOSAHHUE U TEHAEHIIUU PAZBUTUSA

B crartbe U3I0KEHBI IPEUMYIIIECTBA KOOIEPATHBOB, 00ECIICUNBAIOIINE UX YCTOMYHUBOCTE B TJIO-
0aIbHOM SKOHOMUYECKOM KPU3HCE, PACKPBITHI 0COOEHHOCTH KOOIIEPATUBHOTO JIBUXKCHHSI B COBPEMCHHOM
I'epmanny 1 oxapaKkTepr30BaHbI TEHIACHIINY PA3BUTHS KOOIIEPATHBOB PA3INIHBIX BHIIOB.

Knrouesrie cioBa: KOOIICPAaTUBbI, KOOIICPATUBHOC 3aKOHOAATCILCTBO, EBpOHGﬁCKHﬁ Coro3.

MODERN GERMAN COOPERATIVES:
CONDITION AND DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

The paper provides the advantages of cooperatives ensuring their sustainability in global
economic crisis, discloses he peculiarities of cooperative movement in modern Germany and
characterizes development trends of different types of cooperatives.

Key words: cooperatives, cooperative legislature, European Union.

Kak 1 B OONBIIMHCTBE €BPOIMEHCKUX
cTpaH, B [ epMaHuM Koomneparys TakKe Urpaer
CYLIECTBEHHYIO POJIb B Pa3BUTUU PHIHOYHOU
SKOHOMUKU. Kakaplii 4eTBepThIA KUTEINb
['epmanum sIBJISIETCSI YWJICHOM KOOIIEpaTHBa.

[To ompenenenuto, nanHomy OpraHu-
sarmert OovequHenHbIx Hammii 1 MexyHa-
POJTHOM OpraHW3alMel TPy/a: «KOOIEPATUB —
3TO CaMOCTOSATENIHHOE, JTOOPOBOJBHOE 00b-
€IMHEHHE TPaXK/IaH, 1eJb KOTOPOro — HUCMOJI-
HEHHE SKOHOMHYECKHX, COLMAIBHBIX U KYJIb-
TYpPHBIX TIOTPEOHOCTEH, a TaKKe CTPEMIICHUI
MOCPEJCTBOM JIEMOKPATUYECKHU YIIPABIISIEMOTO
MPEANPUSTUS, HAXOSIIErOCsl B COBMECTHOM
COOCTBEHHOCTI.

OOmye HEeHHOCTH W TMPUHIMIBL KO-
oTepalvy BKIFOUAIOT B ce0sl: JOOPOBOILHOE U
OTKPHITOE ~ WJIEHCTBO;  JEMOKPAaTHUECKOE
yhpaBlieHHE; SKOHOMHUYECKOE YydacThe uiie-
HOB; aBTOHOMMSI M HE3aBUCHMOCTb; 00pa3oBa-
HHE, TIOATOTOBKA U MH(OpMAILIUS; KOOTIepaIus
MEXy KoorepaTtuBamu; 3a00ta 00 o01ecTse.
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As in most of the European
countries, cooperatives play a signifi-
cant role in Germany too. They are im-
portant actors in the market economy.

In Germany, every fourth citizen
is member of a cooperative. According
to the definition of the United Nations /
ILO, “a co-operative is an autonomous
association of persons united voluntari-
ly to meet their common economic, so-
cial, and cultural needs and aspirations
through a jointly-owned and democrati-
cally-controlled enterprise.”

In the current economic crisis,
cooperatives prove to be a stabilising
factor. Due to the supporting mission
(Forderauftrag) of their members
(member value) and the sustainable
corporate model which is not oriented
to a short-term profitability (sharehold-
er value), they are less vulnerable.
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CoBpeMEeHHBII AKOHOMUYECKHA KpH-
3UC, MOCJIEICTBUSL KOTOPOTO HE NPEOIOJIEHBI B
IIOJTHOM Mepe 10 HACTOSAILEr0 BPEMEHH, MOKa-
3aJl, 4TO Il SKOHOMHYECKOIO Pa3BUTUS KO-
OIEpPaTHBbl BBICTYNAIOT CTAOWIN3HPYIOLM
¢aktopoM. brnaromaps MuccHMM TOIIEPIKKU
CBOMX WIECHOB (LIEHHOCTH WIEHOB KOONEpaTH-
Ba), a TAKKE YCTOMUMBOM KOPIOPaTUBHON MO-
JIETH, KOTOpasi He OPUEHTUPOBAHA HA T0JTyYe-
HHME KPaTKOCPOYHON MPHUObUTH (LIEHHOCTH aK-
IIMOHEPOB), KOONEPATHBBI MEHEE YS3BUMBI
Tiepe]l HEraTUBHBIMU ITPOSIBJICHUSIMU KPU3HCA.

[ToHnMaHue CyIIHOCTH KOOIEpaLu
ompenensercs unesmu D.B. Paiiddaiizena,
OpPraHU30BaBIIEr0 BO BTOpOW nonoBuHe XIX
BEKa MepBble cOeperaTesibHblii M KPEeIUTHBIN
koonepatusbl, a Takke I'. Ilynsne-/lenura,
OTKPBIBLLIETO MEPBBIE TOPOACKUE KOOIEpaTU-
BbI (OOYBHOHW KOOTIEpaTUB, cOEeperaTeNbHbIN 1
KpeIUTHBIM KoomnepatuBbl). B.A. Xo0ep ObL1
OCHOBATEJIEM KWJIUIIHO-CTPOUTEIbHBIX KO-
ornepatuBoB B cepeanHe XIX Beka, a O.
[1aiidep okazan perraroniee BIUIHIE HA pa3-
BUTHE NMOTPEOUTENTLCKUX KOOIIEPAaTUBOB.

B mocnenyromme aecsaTuneTuss Haes
KOOIIEpalliy pacipocTpaHuiace 1o Been I'ep-
MaHny, EBporie m mupy. MHOrouduciaeHHble
JIOMAILIHUE XO34MCTBa, (pepMepsl, TOProBLbI U
PEMECIICHHUKN OOBEIUHSUIY CBOM YCHJIMS CO-
[JJaCHO  MpPUHIUMAM,  C(HOPMYIUPOBAHHBIM
®.B. Paiidaiizenom u I'. Ilymnbie-/lemvriem.
Kpome Ttoro, B crpanax LlentpansHoii 1 Bo-
CTOYHOM EBpoOmbl noiyumsa IIMPOKOE Pa3BHU-
THE MoZenb ['epMaHCKOro KoOmnepaTUBHOIO
npaBa, IEpBOHAYAILHO pa3paboraHHas [
[lynbue-/lenuruem ee B XIX Beke.

Taxum o0Opazom, koonepaisi B EBpo-
II€ pa3BUBAIaCh HA OCHOBE HECKOJIBKMX MOZE-
Jel, a oOmas kooreparuBHas (Quirocopus
¢dopmHpoBaiach MOJ BIMSHUEM HAIMOHAIIb-
HBIX OCOOEHHOCTEW pa3HbIX CTPaH — y4aCTHU-
KOB KOOIIEPAaTHUBHOIO JIBM)KEHMs. Takue crpa-
HbI, Kak ['epmanus u ABCTpusi, CaMOCTOSITENb-
HO ONpPEAENUIN COOCTBEHHYIO HOPHANYECKU
c(OpPMYIMPOBAHHYIO OCHOBHYIO  (DYHKITHIO
KOOIEpaTHBa — JKOHOMHYECKOM IOIIEPKKU
€ro WIEHOB, B TO BpeMsl KaK CTpaHbl pOMaH-
CKMX M IOXHBIX perMoHoB EBpomsl paccmar-
PHBAIOT KOONEPATUBbI B KAUYECTBE WHCTUTYTa
COLIMAIBHON SKOHOMUKH.
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Our understanding of coopera-
tives is determined by the ideas of Frie-
drich Wilhelm Raiffeisen who founded
in the second half of the 19" century
the first rural savings and credit coop-
eratives, and Hermann  Schulze-
Delitzsch who established the first ur-
ban cooperatives (e.g. a shoemaker’s
cooperative but also savings and credit
cooperatives). Viktor Aimé Huber was
the founder of housing cooperatives in
the mid-19" century whereas Eduard
Pfeiffer exerted a dominating influence
on the development of consumer coop-
eratives.

In the decades that followed, the
cooperative idea spread throughout
Germany, Europe and worldwide. Nu-
merous households, farmers, retailers
and craftsmen joined their forces ac-
cording to the principles of Raiffeisen
and Schulze-Delitzsch. Amongst others,
the middle and East European countries
took the German cooperative law as a
model, originally designed by Schulze-
Delitzsch in the 19" century.

However, there is no uniform
cooperative development in Europe.
The cooperative philosophy has arisen
from the respective history of each
country, taking on national characteris-
tics. Whereas countries like Germany,
Austria define themselves by their le-
gally formulated predominant economic
supporting mission (Forderauftrag),
countries in Romanic and South Euro-
pean areas consider cooperatives as part
of the “économie sociale”.

Cooperatives are voluntary co-
operations of members into a joint en-
terprise (joint business operations) with
the legally defined goal of promoting
the economic, cultural or social activity
of its members.

In Germany different types of
cooperatives exist: cooperative banks,
cooperatives related with the agricul-
tural sector, small-scale industry com-
modity, buying and marketing groups of
small and medium sized enterprises
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CoBpeMeHHOE TPENICTAaBICHAE KOOIIe-
paTvBa Omnpenesser ero Kak J100pOBOJIBHOE
COTPYAHUYECTBO WICHOB COBMECTHOIO IIpel-
NpUATUS (COBMECTHOE BEJCHHUE JENIOBBIX OIlE-
panuii) ¢ FOPUANIECKH ONPEICICHHON IIEITbIO
COJCUCTBHSL SKOHOMUYECKOU, KYJIbTYpPHON WIIH
OOIIECTBEHHOIN aKTUBHOCTH €T'0 YWICHOB.

B nHacrosmee Bpems B ['epmanum cy-
LIECTBYIOT PA3IMYHBbIE BUIBI KOOIEPATHUBOB:
KOOTIepaTUBHbIE OaHKH; KOOMNEPATUBBI, Pabo-
TaIOIIME B CEJIbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHOM CEKTOPE;
MEJIKOMacIITa0HOE TPOMBIIUICHHOE IPOM3-
BOJICTBO TOBAPHOM MPOIYKIMH; TPOMBICIIOBbIE
TPYIIBI B BUJE MEJIKUX U CPEIHUX MPEIIpHs-
THI; TIOTPEOUTENBCKHE KOOIEPATUBEI, K-
JIMILIHO-CTPOUTEIILHBIE KOOIIEPATUBBI.

OcHOBHasg 1€7b KOOMEPATUBOB 3a-
KJTI0YaeTcsi B 00ECIeYeHH CBOOOIHOro J0-
CTyna MPOU3BOAUTENEH HA PBIHOK, a TAKXKE
IIPEIOCTABIIEHUE JOCTYIHBIX YCIYI CBOUM
yjieHaM. [leaTenbHOCTh M0 BEIEHUI0 COBMECT-
HOro OM3HEca OCHOBaHA Ha MPUHLIMIAX CaMO-
IIOMOIIM, CAMOYTPABJIEHUS M CaMOOTBET-
CTBEHHOCTH, Ha LIEHHOCTSAX JIEMOKpaTWH, pa-
BEHCTBA U COJIUJIAPHOCTH.

Hecmotpst Ha TO 00CTOATENBCTBO, YTO
MUCCHSI TIOJUIEPKKH CBOHUX UJIECHOB SIBIISIETCS
IJIABEHCTBYIOLIEH  OKOHOMHYECKOM  LEJIBIO
Oonplell YacTH KoorepaThBoB | epMaHuH,
OHHU OJHOBPEMEHHO NPECIIEAYIOT COLMAIBHBIC
(oOmiecTBeHHBIE) WM KYJIBTYPHBIE 1IEIH, TIPU
YCJIOBUM, YTO OHH OFOOPSIOTCS WICHAMU KO-
ornepaTrBa (Harmpumep, OONBHHUIBI, ToMa Tpe-
cTaperbIX, TeaTpbl U IIKobl). Peammzanus co-
LMAIbHBIX LIEJIe B KOOIEpaTuBax OCYILECTB-
JsieTcss Ha J00pOBOJIBHOM OCHOBE, 4acTHOM
MHULATHBE UX WICHOB, a HE B MOPS/IKE IOpU-
JIMYECKUX 00513aTeIbCTB.

C MoMeHTa BO3HUKHOBEHUS IEPBbIX
KOOIEPaTHBOB ['epMaHMM M OTHEIBHBIX KO-
OIEpaTUBHBIX CTPYKTYp, OHM OCTArOTCSl He3a-
BUCHMBIMHM OT BMELIATEIbCTBA I'OCYIapCTBa B
UX JIeSITENIbHOCTh, HE SIBIISIIOTCS OOBEKTaMHU
rOCYIapCTBEHHOMN MOJIEPKKH.

W3BecTHO, YTO WiEHBI KOOINEpaTHBOB
BBIIIOJIHAIOT ~ JBOMHYI0  DKOHOMHMYECKYIO
¢bynkumro. JIx000ii 4ieH KoorepaTrBa SBIseT-
Csl M BIIQJIENIbLIEM KaluTana, v MoTpeOuTeneM;
KJIMEHTOM WJIM TPOU3BOAUTEIIEM TOBApPOB WU
YCIyT, IPENOCTaBIIsIEMbIX KoonepatuBoM. [1o-
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(SME), consumer cooperatives and
housing cooperatives.

Core aim of a cooperative is to
provide a better access to the market
and affordable services for their mem-
bers. The joint business operations are
based on the principles of self-help,
self-administration and self-
responsibility and on the values of de-
mocracy, equity and solidarity.

The cooperative members have a
double function. The member of a co-
operative is both, capital owner and
customer, consumer or producer of the
goods and services provided by the co-
operative. This “Identity Principle”
(identity between member and customer
respectively employee) is the main cri-
teria to differentiate a cooperative from
other types of enterprises.

Cooperatives are subject to the
same regulations as other enterprises
and therefore compete with them and
also among each other. They have to
assert themselves on the market with
this specific corporate philosophy.

The EU regulation on the Statute
for a European Cooperative of 2003
point out that cooperatives are primarily
groups of persons or legal entities with
particular operating principles that are
different from those of other economic
agents. Democratic structures, control
and fair distribution of the profits for
the financial year belong to the princi-
ples of the cooperatives.

Article 48 (2) of the EC Treaty
mentions the cooperatives and explicit-
ly includes them into the category of
“companies or firms constituted under
civil and commercial law”. Coopera-
tives are therefore regarded as enter-
prises, which are performing services
for remuneration and finance them-
selves through these remunerations.

The EU Legislation demonstrates
herewith that cooperatives are enter-
prises which are active on the market
and have to prove viable and competi-
tive.
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JIOOHBIN «IIPUHIMIT UACHTUYHOCTH» (MEXITy
YJICHOM KOOIIepaTrBa, paOOTHUKOM U TOTpe-
ouTeneM) SBISCTCS OCHOBHBIM KPHUTEPHEM,
OTJIMYAIOIIMM KOOIEpaTUBbl OT APYTHX Opra-
HU3ALHOHHBIX (GOPM TPEIIPHUSITHIA.

OpnHako mpu 3TOM JIEATEIBHOCTH KO-
OIEPATUBOB PETYJIMPYETCS] TEMH XKE MPaBUIIA-
MU M UHCTPYKUMSIMHU, YTO WM JEATEIILHOCTb
Ipyrux mnpeanpustaii. Takum o0Opazom, Ko-
OIEpaTUBbl KOHKYPHUPYIOT KaK ¢ HUMHU, TaK U
MEXay co0O0M, a MO3TOMY JIOJKHBI CaMOCTOS-
TENBHO OTCTaWBaTh HAa PHIHKE CBOIO COOCTBEH-
HYI0 0CO0YI0 KOPIIOPATUBHYIO (prtocoduro.

Ho nannblif akT nanexo He B MOJTHOM
MEpe YUUThIBAETCS NpU pa3paboTKe Haluo-
HAJIbHBIX IPABOBBIX AKTOB, COJAECPKALIUX pe-
IIEHHUs O COJIEHCTBUU KOONEpaTHBaM, SIBIISIO-
IIMMCSl aBTOHOMHBIMH TIPEANIPUATUSIMHU, HE3a-
BUCHMBIMH OT TOCYJAPCTBEHHOI'O CEKTOpA.

B TlomoxeHmstx 3aKOHOIATEIHHOTO
akta EBponapnamenta o KoonepatuBax Emu-
Hoit EBponbl (2003 T.) yka3blBaeTcs, 4TO KO-
OTIEPaTUBBl TPEJCTABISIIOT COOOM  TPYIIIBI
YACTHBIX JIMLl WIA FOPUINYECKUE JIUIA, ACH-
CTBYIOILIME HA OCHOBE OIPE/ICJICHHBIX MPHH-
IIUIIOB, OTJIMYHBIX OT JPYTUX CYOBEKTOB HKO-
HOMMYECKOW JeSITeNbHOCTH. JleMOokpaThye-
CKUE CTPYKTYpBI YIIPABJIECHUSI KOOIEPATHBOM,
KOHTPOJb W CHPaBEIJIMBOE paclpeiesieHue
npuObLIM MO UTOraM (PUHAHCOBOTO Trofa SB-
JISTFOTCSL PUHIIMTIAMA KOOTIEPALIUH.

Cratbs 48 (2) orosopa o EBponeii-
ckoM Coro3e 0OJJHO3HAYHO OTHOCHUT KOOIEpa-
TUBBI B KAaTErOPHUI0 «KOMITAaHMKA WU (QupM,
YUPEKIECHHBIX Ha OCHOBE TIPAXIAHCKOIrO, a
TaKXe KOMMEPUYECKOro rpasay. Kooneparussi,
TaKuM 00pa3oM, pacCMaTpUBAIOTCS KaK Tpe[-
MPUATHS, TPEAOCTABIISIOIIME YCIyTH 32 BO3-
HarpaxJaeHne M caMo(MHAHCHPYIONHe ceds
MOCPEACTBOM 3TOTO BO3HATPAKACHUSL.

B nenom 3akoHomarensctBo EBponen-
ckoro Coro3a TpaKTyeT KOOIEpPaTHBBI Kak
MIPEANPUITUS,, AKTUBHO JICHCTBYIOIIME Ha
PBIHKE, JOKa3bIBAIOIINE CBOKO >KU3HECIOCO0-
HOCTh ¥ KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTB B YCJIOBHSIX
PBIHOYHOM CpeIbl.

Pa3BuTHe KOOMEPATUBHOTO JBIKEHHS
B ['epMaHMM Ha NPOTSHKEHUU PsJia TOCIIEAHUX
JIET CONPOBOXKAAIOCH HEKOTOPHIM COKpalle-
HHEM aOCOMIOTHOTO 4YHMCIia KOOIEPaTHUBOB,
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Even if economic objectives
constitute the supporting mission
(Forderauftrag) of the largest part of the
German cooperatives, a cooperative can
also pursuit social or cultural objec-
tives; provided these are decided by the
members. There is an important number
of cooperatives in Germany pursuing
these social and cultural objectives (e.g.
hospitals, senior citizen homes, theatres
or schools). The direct promotion of
social objectives is based on a volun-
tary basis and on the private initiative
of the members and not on a legal obli-
gation.

These differences have to be ac-
cepted and also taken into consideration
in the European documents and deci-
sions on the promotion of cooperatives.

It is therefore obvious that coop-
eratives due to the principle of open
membership cooperatives also provide
access to infrastructure in many areas
for the general public. Nevertheless,
cooperatives do not belong to the public
sector. Since the beginning, the German
cooperatives and their structures are in-
dependent from state intervention as
any other enterprise. Therefore, the
problem of state aid does not exist in
Germany.

Cooperatives in Germany are
part of the small and medium-sized en-
terprises and a vitalising factor for the
market in many lines of business. The
absolute number of cooperatives has
declined in the last years due to the
transformation and evolution of the
economic structures; the market share
has however clearly increased.

The cooperative network is —
with over 20 million members in more
than 7.000 cooperatives one of the larg-
est economic organisation in Germany.
Almost all German farmers, gardeners
and winegrowers are members of a co-
operative. Approximately 60% of all
craftsmen, 75% of all retail traders,
90% of all bakers and butchers and over
65% of all self-employed tax advisors
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SBUBILIEMCS CJIEICTBUEM DPBIHOYHBIX TpPaHC-
¢dopmanmii. Ho mipu 3T10M 1107151 pBIHKA, 3aHU-
Maemasi KooIepaTUBaMH, SIBHO BO3POCIIA.

CeTb KOOIEPATUBOB, OOBEIUHSIONIAS
6onee 20 MIH. wieHOB B Oosiee yeM 7 ThIC. KO-
ormeparuBax (TalI.), sIBISIETCS KpyIHEHIIeH
SKOHOMHYECKON opraHuzaimerd B ['epMaHum.
[pakTuueckn Bce HeMelKue (epmepsbl, camo-
BOJIbI M BUHOJIENIBI SIBJISIFOTCSI WIEHAMHU KOOIIe-
patuBa. IlpubmsutensHo 60% pemecneHHU-
KOB, 75% pO3HUYHBIX MpoaaBioB, 90% meka-
peit 1 MACHHUKOB, a Takxke Ooree 65% camosa-
HATBIX HAJIOTOIUIATEINIBIIMKOB BXOJST B KO-
OIePATHBBI.

Kooneparus obecrieurBaeT 3aHATOCTb
npuMepHo 830 Thic. xutenel ['epmanun u
MIPEIOCTABISIET OOMIMPHBIE O0YYarOIIUe IMPo-
IpaMMBbI IPUMEPHO ISl 35 ThHIC. YENIOBEK.

are members of a cooperative. The co-
operative organisation employs around
830.000 people throughout Germany
and provides extensive training pro-
grammes for approximately 35.000
people. The schedule below shows the
current situation (31/12/2008) of the
cooperative sector in Germany (incl.
national centres and specialised institu-
tions).

The cooperative sector in Germany
can be subdivided into five pillars: the co-
operative banks, the agricultural coopera-
tives, the buying and marketing coopera-
tives and other service cooperatives, the
consumer cooperatives and the housing
cooperatives with their corresponding fed-
erations, central cooperatives and special-
ised institutes.

Tabnuya

OcHoBHbIE MOKa3aTean (PyHKIMOHNPOBAHHUSI KOONIEPATUBHOIO ceKTopa I'epmanun

(ra xonern 2008 rojya)

KooneparuHbie coro3bl Bune! koonepatuBos Komnu- Yucio 4ieHoB, OO0mue
YecTBO, €. MJIH. YellL. AKTHBBI,
mipa. €
Cor03 repMaHCKHX KOOIEPaTH- Kooneparusabie 6anku'? 1207 16,2 12240
BoB Paiipdaiizen CenbCcKOX03HCTBEHHBIE KO-
onepatusbl ) 2994 1,9 45.4
[TpomBICITOBEIE KOOTIEPATHBEI
U Ipyrue KOOoIepaTuBbl chepsl
o0ciTy)KHBaHUs 1092 0,2 101,6
IToTpebuTenbckue
KOOTIEPATHUBHI 166 0,5 2,0
HammonansHas Acconpanus JKunmumHo-cTpouTtenbHbIe
repMaHCKUX TPEANPUITHI che- KOOIIEPATHBBI®)
PBI KHUJTHIIHOTO CTPOUTEILCTBA U
HEIBIDKMMOCTH 1950 2,8 9,5
HUroro: 7,231 20,4 1382,5

D2 _ perounnk: Coro3 repMaHcKMX KoomepaTuBoB Paiiddaiizen — ®aktsl n Ludpsr 2009 T.:
1) BKiTIOYAs IEHTpaIbHBIE KOOMEPATUBBL;, 2) U3 KOTOPHIX 178 KoomepaTHBOB — 3TO OaHKH, UMEIOIINE TO-

BapHbIN OU3HEC;

3 _ wycrounuk: HarmonambpHast Accoruarims TEPMaHCKUX TPEANPUATHI ChEphl KIITUIIHOTO CTPOU-
TenscTBa U HeaBmknuMocTH: Cratuctuka 2008 T.
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number members total assets
in m in bn €
Cooperative banks"? 1,207 16.2 1,224
number members turnover
in m in bn €
. . 1)2)

DGRV Agricultural cooperatives 2,994 1.9 45.4
Buying agd marketmg. cool}))eratlves and 1,092 0.2 101.6
other service cooperatives
Consumer cooperatives 166 0.5 2.0

GdW | Housing cooperatives® 1,950 2.8 9.5
Total 7,231 20.4

Source: DGRV — Facts and Figures 2009
Dincl. central cooperatives

2 of which 178 are cooperative banks with commodity business (1.2 m members)

%) Source: GAW Statistiken 2008

CoBpeMeHHBIN KOONEPATUBHBINA CEK-
top I'epmannu moppaszensercs Ha ISTh OC-
HOBHBIX BHJIOB KOOIIEPATHBOB: KOOIEpPATHB-
Hble 0aHKH; CENbCKOXO035ICTBEHHBIE KOOTepa-
THUBBI; MPOMBICIIOBBIE KOOIEPATUBbI U JPYyrHe
KOOTIepaTHBbl cepbl 00CTyKUBaHUS; MOTpe-
OUTENbCKUE  KOOIEPATHBBI, KUJIUILHO-
CTpOUTENbHBIE KoonepaTtuBbl. Kaxaplii BHI
KOOMEpald HMMEET CBOM COOTBETCTBYIOILUE
denepayy, LEHTpaJIbHbIE KOONEPAaTHUBBI M
CHELHNATN3UPOBAHHbIE HHCTUTYTHI.

KooneparuBHeiii cekrop B I'epmanun
MOKET OBITH TIOZPa3/ENeH Ha TISITh OCHOBHBIX
COCTABJISIFOLINX: KOONEpaTHBHbIE OaHKH, CEellb-
CKOXO3MICTBEHHBIE KOOIEPATHUBBI, ITPOMBICIIO-
BbIE KOOIIEPATUBBI U JPyTrHe KOONEpPATHBBI
cdepbl 00CTYKUBaHUS, TIOTPEOUTEIIBLCKUE KO-
OIIEPATUBBI, a TAKXKE JKWINIIIHO-CTPOUTEIbHbIE
KOOIIEpaTHBbI CO CBOMMH COOTBETCTBYIOLLIMMU
(benepalsIMHy, LIEHTPATBHBIMK KOOIIEpaTHBaMU
¥ CTICIHAIT3UPOBAHHBIMUA HHCTUTY TAMH.

CTpyKTypHOE TIOCTPOEHHE KOOIMepa-
TUBHOTO CEKTOpa B I'epMaHMM IpenCTaBIECHO
Ha PUCYHKE.

MecTHble HaponHble OaHKH U OaHKH
Paiiddaiizen SBISTIOTCST OCHOBOHM  KooTiepa-
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The local people’s banks and Raiffeisen
banks (Volksbanken and Raiffeisenbanken) are
the basis of the cooperative financial network (Fi-
nanzverbund) and are supported by two central
banks, by different enterprises of the cooperative
financial network, the so-called ‘“Verbundun-
ternehmen” as well as by regional federations. The
national federation is the BVR. At present, 1,197
independent Volksbanken and Raiffeisenbanken
are acting on local level. These credit cooperatives
are present with more than 13,500 branch offices
throughout Germany and employ 160,750 staff.
The banks are organised locally, rooted in their
region and consider themselves as partner and
sponsor of SME. The membership in a coopera-
tive bank is also today extremely developed. Thus,
the credit cooperatives have more than 16 million
members with approx. 30 million customers.

In Germany, there are approx. 3000
enterprises running on cooperative basis in the
field of agriculture and food industry — from
local to international operating cooperatives.
As important partners of agriculture, these en-
terprises are providing the farmers with pro-
duction equipment and are buying their agri-
cultural products, which will be then processed
according to the demand and commercialised.
For example, 70% of the milk produced by
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TUBHOW (PMHAHCOBOW CETH, TIOMICPKUBAIOTCS
IByMsl LIEHTPaJbHBIMM OaHKaMHM, CIELHAITb-
HbIMA OOBEIMHEHUSIMH (DMHAHCOBBIX TPE/I-
NPUATHH, a TaKKe perroHaNbHBIMH (benepa-
sAMH, cocTapisirolumy HanmonaneHyto ¢e-
neparmio BVR. Ha mectHOM ypoBHE (yHKIIH-
onupyet 1197 He3aBuUCHMBIX HaponHbIX ban-
k0B U PaiiddazenOaHKOB. ITH KpeITUTHBIE KO-
orepatiBbl HacunuThiBatoT 13 500 ¢ummanos
no Bceit ['epmanuu, 160 000 paGoTHHKOB, 6O-
nee 16 MIH. 4iI€HOB W, TpUOIM3UTENBbHO, 30
MJTH. IOTpeOHTeNei (KJIMEeHTOB).

B I'epmanun HacuMTHIBaeTCS OKOJIO
3000 mpennpuatuii, paboTalOUMX Ha KO-
OlepaTUBHOW OCHOBE B cepe CelbCKOro
XO034HCTBAa U MMILEBONW MPOMBIIIICHHOCTH.
Wx mpomyknust BocTpeOOBaHAa Kak BHYTPH
CTpaHbl, TaK U 3a ee Mpeje’IaMu, OHU obec-
MEeYnBalOT (HEepMEpPOB TMPOU3BOICTBEHHBIM
0o0OpyJOBaHUEM, 3aKyNawT, MepepadaThl-
BalOT U pealM3ylOT IIHPOKYI0 TOBapHYIO
HOMEHKJIATypy CeNbXO3MPOJYKTOB. Tak,
Harpumep, 70% mnpousBogumMoro dpepmaMu
MOJIOKa 3aKynaeTcs KoomneparuBamu, 2—3%
U3 Hee — IepepadaTbIBaeTCs B MOJIOUHBIE
IPOAYKTHl KOONEPATUBHBIMU Maciio00MHs-
mu. B BoctouHoii ['epmaHnu cenbxo3Ko-
ONEpaTUBbl,  OOBEIUHSIIOIIME  YACTHbIC
NPENPUATHS HECKOJBKHX CEMEH, WUTparoT
BaXHYIO POJIb B 00pabOTKe 3eMellb U KHU-
BOTHOBOJICTBE.

bonee 1000 xoomepaTuBOB MO MpoO-
W3BOJICTBY MEJKHX IPOMBIIUICHHBIX TOBa-
POB, 3aKyIlKe, MPOAAXKE, OKA3aHUIO YCIyT
(TOMHMO TIPOM3BOJICTBEHHBIX KOOIIEPATH-
BOB, Y4€OHBIX, HEPreTHYECKUX U JPYIHX
CTEIMAIM3UPOBAHHBIX BHJOB KOOIEPATH-
BOB) IMPEJCTABISAIOT COOOH KOOMEepaTHBbHI
PO3HUYHBIX TOPTOBIEB, PEMECICHHUKOB M
«ppunancepoB» (IroAei, paboTaroumMx He
M0 KOHTPAKTY). DTH KOOIEPATUBBI OKAa3bI-
BAIOT MOJJEPXKKY (uinanaM, oObIYHO Ma-
JBIM WM CPEAHUM TPEANPHUATHSIM, MPEIo-
CTaBJIsIsl UM YCIYyTH B cpepe 3aKyNKH U Top-
TOBJIM, KAYECTBO KOTOPBIX MOXKET TapaHTH-
poBaTh TOJBKO KOOMEpalus Ha OCHOBE
(bpaHvaii3uHTa, MO €AMHBIM OpPEHIOM, YTO
MOBBIIIAET UX KOHKYPEHTOCHOCOOHOCTb.
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farmers will be collected by cooperatives and
2/3 processed to milk products by cooperative
creameries. In Eastern Germany, the agricul-
tural cooperatives run as several families’ en-
terprises play an important role in the cultiva-
tion of land and in the animal husbandry.

The more than 1,000 very differently
oriented small-scale industry commodity, buy-
ing and marketing as well as service coopera-
tives are (besides production cooperatives led
by the employees, schools, energy cooperatives
and further specialised ones) essentially about
cooperations of retailers, craftsmen and free-
lancers. These buying and marketing coopera-
tives support the affiliated enterprises, general-
ly the small and medium-sized enterprises, by
providing services which can only be guaran-
teed in an efficient way by means of a coopera-
tion, generally in the field of common purchase
and marketing activities whereas these groups
are more and more acting with common brands
in order to be able to compete with big enter-
prises.

Consumer cooperatives play a limited
role in Germany. They have largely been
squeezed out of the market through an ex-
tremely concentrated retail trade. Nevertheless,
more and more consumer cooperatives are
newly founded, especially in villages and dis-
tricts which seem unattractive to the chain
stores and where initiatives are growing in or-
der to guarantee the supply. More than half of
the consumer cooperatives have been founded
in the last five years. Thereby, the cooperative
sector is extending to untypical fields like
schools, institutions for handicapped persons,
cultural centres, newspapers, sale of ecological
products and fair trade shops.

The housing cooperatives (representing 2.2
millions of flats - approx. 10% of the housing
stock) within the GAW are providing affordable
and secure housing to more than 5 million people;
they are developing cities and districts. The con-
cept of cooperative housing is based on joint own-
ership, which is administrated on the principles of
sustainability and cross-generational. Thereby, the
cooperatives are proposing numerous services
connected with real estate issues — assisted hous-
ing for elder and handicapped occupants, neigh-
bourhood meetings, shopping assistance, member
festivities, special housing offers for young mem-
bers and families, etc. The investment volume
amounts to 3.4 billion euro per year.
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Ceoboubiii Komuter @enepanyii HEMELKUX KOOIIEPaTHBOB

Coro3 I'epmanckux Kooneparusos Paiiddaiizen JJI'PB

Haunonaneuast Acco-
[UAIHS TePMAHCKUX

I 1 I 1 TIPEANPUATHI cepbl
®enepansublii Co- I'epmanckuii Co- LenTpanbHelii HenTpocoro3 JKUJIAIIHOTO CTPOU-
103 FEPMaHCKHUX 103 Paiiddaiizen | coro3 mpomsbicio- | HOTpeOUTENb- TENBCTBA ¥ HEIBHKH-
HapOoJHbIX OAHKOB U (DRV) BBIX IPYII CKHX KOOIIepa- MOCTH
6ankoB Paitddaii- TBOB (Zdk)
3eH
I I I I I

6 pernoHaNBHBIX ayauTopckux ¢enepannii (bagen, Broprembepr, baitepn, Coro3
Kooneparuos, Llentp I'epmanum)
5 cneuuanu3upoBaHHbIX ayauropckux deaepanuii (PSD, Sparda, FPV, EDEKa,

Verkehr)

15 pernoHanbHBIX
n(WITH) ay TUTOPCKUX
benepanuii

I

I

I

I

I

1197 xoonepatus- 2994 cenpxo3ko- | 1092 kooneparu- | 166 norpedu- 1950 >XUIHUITHBIX KO-
HBIX OaHKOB orepaTusa (IIpo- Ba I10 3aKyIKE U TEIbCKUX KO- OTIepaTUBOB (CPEIH HUX

(Haponnsie 6aHKH, JIYKTBI, MOJIOKO, Toprosie (po3- OIIEpaTHBOB 45 >XUITMITHBIX KOOTIe-
Paiiddaiizendbanku, | ¢GpyKTHI, OBOLIH, HUYHBIE, peMec- 500000 ue- paruBoB co cOepera-
Cnapaa, PSD u 1p.) | wmsico u zp. cenb- JICHHBIE, TPaHC- HOB, TEJIbHBIMH CPEJICTBAMH)

16,2 MiTH. 4IeHOB XO3TPOIYKTHI) MOPTHEIE, TIPOM3- 15000 pabot- 2,1 mMiTH. KBapTHD,

160 000 pabotHu- 1,8 MIIH. WIEHOB, BOJICTBEHHBIE HHKOB 2,8 MJIH. YJIEHOB,

KOB 103 000 pabotHu- KOOTIEPATUBBI 26 132 paboTHuKa
KOB u ap.)
200 000 unenos,
483 000 pabot-
HUKOB
2 lleHTpanbHBIX 7 TIABHBIX KOOIIE- 9 HeHTpalIbHBIX 1 Ilentpocoro3
6anka (DZ bauk, paTUBOB (Kpome HIPEANPUATUI (IlenTpocoro3
WGZ) toro, monouneie, | (BAKO, DJIEKA, | Hemenkux mo-

15 cnenmanusupo- JKABOTHOBOJYE- REWE, TPEOUTENBCKUX

BaHHBIX MIPEATPHUSI- CKHE LIEHTPHI, ZEDACH, o011ecTs —

TUH (UHAHCOBOM LEHTPHI TIPOM3- ZENTRAG u np.) | 1opummdgeckoe

cetu (BSH, BOJICTBa MSICHBIX JIUTIO)
DGHYP, MHB, W3IENUH 1 1p.)
Coro3 R+V u 1p.)
IToscuenus:

DGRV — Corw3 repmanckux kooriepatuBoB Paiiddaiizen: BVR — ®denepanbHbiii cOH03 TepMaHCKHUX
HaponmHBIX 0aHkOB M OankoB Paiiddaiizen; DVR — I'epmanckuii coro3 Patiddaiizen; ZGV — Llentpans-
HBIH c0103 MPOMBICIIOBBIX Ipymil; ZdK — LleHTpocoro3 moTpeOuTeNnbCKUX KOOIIEpaTHBOB;

GdW — HaumonanpHas Accouuanusi TeépMaHCKHX MPEINpUSATHH cepbl KUIUIIHOTO CTPOUTEIbCTBA H

HCIABHXXHUMOCTHU

Puc. CtpykTypHOE IOCTPOCHHE KOOIIEPATUBHOTO cekTopa ['epmanuu
Ha xoHer 2008 roga
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Free Committee of the German Cooperative Federations

Zentralverband
deutscher
Konsumgenossen-
schaften (ZdK)

Z_

Deutscher Genossenschafts- und Raiffeisenverband /
| | i
Bundesverband Deutscher Zentralverband
der Deutschen Raiffeisen Gewerblicher
Volksbanken und verband (DRV) Verbundgruppen
Raiffeisenbanken (ZGV)
(BVR)
0
mewR || drvy || g
I

GdW Bundesverband deutscher
Wohnungs- und Immobilienunter-
nehmen

-

Gdw

I

6 regional auditing federations (Baden-Wirttemberg, Bayern, Genossenschaftsverband,
Mitteldeutschland, Rheinland-Westfalen, Weser-Ems)

5 specialised auditing federations (PSD, Sparda, FPV, EDEKA, Verkehr)

15 Regional and/or auditing federations

1,197 cooperative
banks

(Volksbanken,
Raiffeisenbanken,
Sparda, PSD et al.)
16.2 Mio. members

2,994 agricultural
cooperatives

(Goods, milk, fruit a.
vegetables, wine,
meat, Agrarian et al.)

1.8 Mio. members

1,092 buying and
marketing coops
(Retail, crafts,
transport, produ-
cers’ coops et al.)

200,000 members

166 consumer
cooperatives

500,000 members

1,950 housing cooperatives

(amongst them 45 housing cooperatives with savings
facilities)

2.1 Mio. accommodations

2.8 Mio. members

160,000 employees 108,000 employees 483,000 employees 15,000 employees 26,132 employees
t t n T

2 Central Banks 7 Main 9 Central 1 Central

(DZ BANK, WGZ) Cooperatives Enterprises Cooperative

15 specialised (aside there are dairy (BAKO, EDEKA, (Zentralkonsum

enterprises of the centres, livestock and Rewe, ZEDACH, eG)

financial network meat centres et al.) Zentrag et al.)

(BSH, DG HYP,

MHB, Union, R+V

etal.)

KonndectBo mOTpeOUTENBCKUX KO-
olepaTHBOB ['epMaHWM OrpaHHYEHO, CO-
cTaBJIsieT Bcero 166 en. ITo CBI3aHO C TEM,
9TO Ype3BbIYAHO pa3BUTasi PO3HUYHAS
TOPTOBIII CYHIECTBEHHO TOTECHWIIA HX C
peiHKa. Tem He MeHee Bce OosbIne U 00ib-
e BO3HUKAET MOTPEOUTENHCKUX KOoIepa-
THBOB B JICPEBHAX M PaiiOHAX, B KOTOPBIX
HEJOCTATOYHO pa3BHUTA CETEBAas TOPTOBIISL.
3a mocieaHue 5 JIeT YHCIO0 MOTPEOHUTENh-
CKUX KOOIIEPATUBOB BO3POCJIO MOYTH HAIO-
JIOBUHY, @ KOOIICPATUBHBIA CEKTOp CTaj
OXBaThIBATh TOPTOBBIM  OOCITYKHMBaHUEM
Takue cephl, KaK MIKOJIbI, YIPEHKIACHUS IS
JIO/IeH ¢ OTPAaHUYCHHBIMH BO3MOXKHOCTSIMH,
KyJIbTYpPHBIC IICHTPBI, TPOAAXY Ta3eT W
IKOJIOTUYECKU YHCTBIX TOBapoB. llomydmmn
pa3BHUTHE TOPTOBBIC SPMAPKH.

JKwimniHble  KOOMepaTuBbl, Tpeo-
crasisitomue 2,1 mutH. kBaptup (oxoso 10%
KUIUHoro (ouaa), odecnedynBaroT ya00-
HBIM U HAJE)KHBIM KUJIbLEM Oojiee 5 MIIH.
XuTenel crpaHbl. KOHIENINS >KUITHITHOTO
KOOTIepaTUBa OCHOBaHA Ha COBMECTHOM
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Since the adoption of the “Statute for
a European Cooperative Society (SCE)” in
2003, cooperatives in Europe are subject to
national and European regulations. The coop-
erative statute regulates the transnational activ-
ities of cooperatives. The European Coopera-
tive has to be registered in the member state in
which the central administration takes place.
The registered office can be transferred in an-
other member country without the need for
closing or new registering again.

In spite of the small number of “Eu-
ropean Cooperatives”, the justification of the
new legal institution has a sustainable impact
on the national regulations. This applies for
example for the revised German cooperative
law of 18™ August 2006 in regard to the exten-
sion of the supporting purpose (Férderzweck)
to cultural and social activities, the reinforce-
ment of statute autonomy, the admission of
”investing” members as well as the minimum
capital requirements, the simplification of the
formal accounting and the facilitation of the
cooperative foundation.

A review of the Statute by the Euro-
pean Commission is currently pending.

445



BJIAJICHUM, OKa3aHUM ILUPOKOro CIIEKTpa
yciyr B chepe HeaBmKUMOCTH. O0beM Ku-
JIMIIHBIX UHBECTUIIMHN IocTUraet 3,4 Mipa.
€BPO B T'OJ.

Bpime yxe oTrmeuanoch, 4TO C MO-
MeHTa NpuHATUA 3akoHa Uit EBponeiickoro
Koonepatusnoro OO0wenunenus (SCE) B
2003 romy AEATENBHOCTH KOOIEPAaTHBOB B
EBpone perynupyercsi HallMOHAJIbHBIMH M
eBPOMNEWCKUMHU IPABOBBIMU AKTaMH, OCO-
OeHHO B cdepe MeXIAyHapOAHON JesATeNb-
HOCTHU KOOIIEpaTUBOB. EBpONENCKU KOoIe-
paTUB JOJDKEH OBITh 3aperucTpupoBaH B
roCyJJapCTBEe-y4acTHUKE, B KOTOPOM HAaxo-
JIUTCS TJIABHOE YTIpaBJIEHUE. 3aperucTpupo-
BaHHBI KOONEPAaTHUB MOXKET ObITh MepeHe-
CEH B JIpyroe rocyJapcTBo, KOTOpOe SBJIs-
ercs wieHoM EBpomneiickoro Coro3a, 6e3 ero
3aKpBITHS UJIM HOBOM PETUCTpaLIUU.

Hecmotpst Ha OTHOCHUTENBHO HEOOIb-
moe konmndectBo «EBponelickux Kooneparu-
BOB», OHU MNOJIy4alOT 3aKOHOJATENIBbHYIO IMOA-
JIEP’)KKYy B HALMOHAIbHBIX IIPABOBBIX aKTaX.
Hamnpumep, 3T0 OTHOCUTCS K IEPECMOTPEHHO-
My KOONEpaTHMBHOMY 3akoHy ['epMaHuu oT
18 aBrycra 2006 roma. 3TOT 3aKOH pacUIMPHI
LIEJIN TTOJIEPKKU KYJIBTYPHOM M COLMAIBHOU
paboThl KOOMEPATHBOB, YCUIMII POJb UX uJle-
HOB KaK UHBECTOPOB, OIPEAEIINI OCOOEHHOCTH
HAJIOr000JI0KEHHUsI, YIPOCTUI (POPMBI OyXTall-
TEPCKOro y4eTa U T.J.

B 2008 rogy B I'epmanuu Obu10 OC-
HOBaHO 180 HOBBIX KOONEPATHUBOB B CaMbIX
pa3nn4HbIX cekTopax. Koonepatussl chepbl
3/[paBOOXPAHEHUS] COBMECTHO 3aKyNalT U
IPO/JAIOT TOBapbl BHYTPU KOONEPATHUBOB,
CO3/al0T HOBBIE IIYHKTBI IO OXpaHE 3/10po-
Bbs. KoomepaTuBsl cdepbl 3HEpronpous-
BOJICTBA M JHEProcHaOXeHusi o0ecreunBa-
IOT CBOUX WIEHOB 3JEKTPUYECTBOM U HC-
[I0JIb30BaHUEM COJIHEYHOW 3Hepruu. O0b-
eIMHEHMs KOOINEepaTUBOB B cepe po3HUY-
HOM TOProBIM CIEHUATU3UPYIOTCS HA MpO-
naxke OaxalefiHbIX TOBapoB. JKHIIMIIHBIE
KOOIIEpaTUBBI Pa3pabdaThIBAIOT MPOEKTHI HO-
BBIX IMOCTPOEK WM MOJEPHU3UPYIOT A0Ma
TS TIOSKUJIIBIX JIFOJEH.

O0001ast BBIIEU3T0KEHHOE, ClIe-
JyeT elle pa3 MOJYEpKHYTh, YTO KOoIepa-
TUBBl TPOJEMOHCTPUPOBAIM CBOIO CTa-
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In 2008 about 180 new cooperatives
have been founded in Germany. New coopera-
tives are arising in very different sectors. At
the moment, a revival of the cooperative idea
can be observed in many economic sectors.

In the sector of health care, medics
and health networks organised themselves as
cooperatives. They are buying and marketing
jointly within the cooperatives to achieve ad-
vantages or to work together with further sup-
pliers to create new health care units. Coopera-
tives are also emerging in the fields of power
generation and energy supply. In this special
case, citizens joined forces to purchase elec-
tricity together or run solar energy plants joint-
ly. Similar developments can be noticed in
grocery retail units. The number of grocers is
declining in rural areas and inhabitants respond
to this trend by setting up cooperative stores to
assure the supply with grocery in the con-
cerned regions. Regarding new foundations of
housing cooperatives, there are for example
projects of common housing in new built or
modernised houses designed for elder people.

It is to again to underline that cooper-
atives have demonstrated their stabilising role
in view of the current financial and economic
crisis. Self help, self administration, member
solidarity as well as a business policy oriented
to sustainable objectives in the interest of the
cooperative members constitute a coherent an-
swer to a growing globalisation and to the
profit expectations of a financial and economic
system based on short-term shareholder value
interests. National policies as well as the Euro-
pean policy and legislation are well advised to
maintain, promote and further develop this
supporting pillar of a functioning sustainable
economic and social order.

Also in the scope of solidarity and self
administration, the accompanying and consult-
ing function of the cooperative federations and
special institutes proves especially efficient
and significantly contributed to a stable devel-
opment of the cooperatives. With their know-
how and expertise, they support and ensure the
cooperative development on a private econom-
ic basis. The work of the cooperative federa-
tions and the gathered know-how constitute a
valuable offer for the policy and law makers in
the scope of a solid policy advice.

Cooperatives, mostly small and medi-
um and therefore adaptive enterprises are
touched by numerous EU policies. It is essen-
tial, that their needs are kept in view at inter-
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OUJIBHOCT B COBPEMEHHOM HSKOHOMHYE-
ckoM Kpusuce. CamMoIromolb, aBTOHOMHOE
PYKOBOJICTBO, ~COJHMJIAPHOCTh WIEHOB U
IIpeANIPpUHUMATENbCKAs MOJIUTHKA Koolepa-
TUBOB OPHEHTHPOBAHbl Ha peaN3alLUI0
IIPUOPUTETHBIX LEJIeH, COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX
MHTEpECcaM 4JICHOB.

Bce 310 momoraer xoomeparuBam
YCTOHUMBO HPOTUBOCTOSATH OOBEKTHBHO
pactymeit riobanuzanuu, o0ecrnedyrnBaTh
MOJIy4YeHUE TPHUOBUIM OT SKOHOMUYECKOU
NesITeIbHOCTH, I0XOIHOCTh KPATKOCPOUHBIX
BKJIaZ10B UX YUYAaCTHHUKOB.

boesche@zdk.coop
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departmental level regarding every change of
the European framework and that they are
weighted appropriately regarding every impact
assessment. This applies for both regarding
newly accentuated accounting regulations, new
deposit and credit provisions and regarding
tightened rules of anti-discrimination etc. Co-
operatives are member based enterprise units.
They are however by law open for everybody
who wants to become member in this member
community. Interferences in this substantial
characteristic of cooperatives erode the coop-
erative idea and put the functioning of this sec-
tor as a part of our economic and social order
at risk.

The cooperatives and their federations
explicitly offer their cooperation and support to
policy and law makers. The communication
from the European Commission on the promo-
tion of cooperative societies in Europe of 2004
is a good basis for a joint advancement of co-
operative systems in the European Union.
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